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GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


—0 

THE — -ninth General Annual Con-“ Singing by the choir: 

0 . nts, convened in the : | 
Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, at am., forth unto my sight, ke. 

April 6, 1889. President Wilford Woodruff said: 


b d, 
Council of the Twelve Apostles: Wil- 
in D.,Huchards, George Cannon, 
in D. Ric on, 
Moses Thatcher, John Henr 
Heber J. Grant, and John W. Taylor; 
of the Co ors to the Twelve, 
Daniel H. Wells; Patriarch John 
Smith; of the Presiding Council of 


the Seventies, H Herriman, Jacob 
Gates, Abram * — Seymour 


B. Young, John Morgan; of the Pre- 
siding Bishopric, William B Preston, 
Robert T. Burton, John R Winder. 


There were also present a large num- 
ber of Presidents of Stakes and other 
prominent brethren from various 
parts of Utah and surrounding States 
and Territories. 

Oonference was called to order by 

President Wilford Woodruff. 

The choir sang 


By prophets log foretld, 


The ane prayer — offered by 


Smith, 


—I feel that our hearts should be 
filled with gratitude and thanksgiving 
to our heavenly Father this morning, 
for the blessings which we enjoy. We 
have again the of 
in the tabernacle of our God to hol 

the General Conference, and while we 
attend this Conference I hope that 
our hearts may be lifted up in prayer 
to our heavenly Father that we may 
enjoy and receive His Holy Spirit, 
thatour hearts may be united together, 
that the Spirit of God ae be with 
us to instruct us, and guide us and 
direct us in our teaching, our counsel, 
our labor, while we are here together 
in this capacity. I feel thankful my- 
self to have the privilege of once more 
meeting with the Latter-day Saints 
under these conditions. I feel that 
the Lord has been very merciful to 


us in ting us this privilege and 
the benefits which we — enjoyed 
in these valleys of the mountains. 
We will call upon our brethren to 
bear their testimony, and téath and 


1 

| 
1 
| 


instruct us as they shall be led by the 
Holy Spirit. 

Apostle Heber J. Grant expressed 
his pleasure at once more meeting the 
Saints in General Conference. He 
said substantially: I trust we may be 
blessed with the Spirit of God, that 
we may be strengthened in the faith 
of the Gospel, and that we may form 
resolutions, and adhere to them, that 
will enable us to be more energetic in 
keeping the commandments of our 
heavenly Father. The longer I live, 
and the more experience | gain, the 
more gratitude I feel for the breadth 
of the mercy of the Almighty to all 
mankind. None can read the revela- 
tions given to the Saints with an un- 
biased mind without being grateful 
for the principles communicated to 
this people. e are liable to become 
narrowed in our conceptions of the 
glories and economy of God, and lose 

i ht of the fact that He is the Father 
o ples. It is, however, difficult 
to — — that He will bless even 
those who oppose His work. We 
should remember that it is according 
to His design to, in course of tim 
save all mankind except the sons o 

rdition. The Saints are accused of 
ing illiberal in their views. This is 
unjust to those who understand the 
true genius of the Gospel. Of course 
there are those among us who are 

M because they do not un- 
derstand the scope of the plan of sal- 
vation and do not live according to 
their requirements. This is no fault 
of the system, but the wrong lies in 
those who do not conform to it. We 
are called upon to proclaim the full- 
ness of the Gospel to all peoples until 
Christ shall come. 

All will be rewarded according to 
the déeds done in the body. Thereis 
capable of im ng the progress to- 
ward sal vation of those who have pro- 
fessed to embrace the Gospel, that is 
the person himself. A disposition to 
run in grooves is often shown by 
people belonging to the Church. They 
select one principle and follow that to 
the exclusion or neglect of other doc- 
trines of equal importance. We must 
conform to the whole system, and 
thus erect a perfect individual reli- 
giousstructure. We should not merely 
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follow those principles in our practice 
that are easy of application to us 
because of our natures or circum- 
stances. Those who imagine that 
merely to know that the Gospel is 
true as a whole will save them in the 
presence of God, without reducing 
the doctrines to practice, are — 
under a delusion. It is in line wi 
the sectarian idea of the efficacy of 
death-bed repentance, which is a 
fallacy. Imbued with this ↄrror some 
people have held that a murderer by 
a confession of faith at the last 
moment, before he expiates his crime 
upon the scaffold will be saved, while 
his victim who probably made no such 
profession, for want of time, perhaps, 
will be lost. The breaking of eve 
law brings its own punishment, an 
the keeping of the law brings its re- 
ward. Unless the conditions of future 
reward are complied with it will not 
be forthcoming. 

I desire to overcome my short- 
comings, realizing that I cannot attain 
to a glorious destiny in any other 
way. He who trusts in the arm of 
flesh will have nothing to lean u 
in the day of final = oy ut 
he who takes the Holy Spirit for his 
guide will be enabled to pass by the 
angels and the Gods to his exaltation. 
Unless we are so guided we are liable 
to meet with obstacles that will cause 
us to stumble and perhaps fall. Bro. 
Grant concluded with a forcible ex- 
hortation to personal righteousness. 

Apostle John Henry Smith said he 
was a believer in the fullness of the 
Gospel as revealed anew in this age. 
It is rational, and man can rely upon 
it. There is no promise made in 
Gospel but is based upon man’s doing 
something to obtain its fulfilment. In 
none of.the walks of life have I been 
enabled to see that the rewards that 
men and women receive are the re- 
sults of negligence. We can never 
obtain any good thing but through 
the exercise of the powers we possess, 
and by which we seek to secure the 
same. To some, blessings appear to 
come easily. But it is observable 
that when such is the case, the boon 
is appreciated but lightly. I am so 
Googly fixed in my own view as to the 
need of practical religion, that there 


is but little room in me for 
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established by the wisdom or gifts of 
men. Rewards are the result of per- 


formance. This is a clear proposition, Sa 


and by its aid one is able to clearly 
go to work for the production of prac- 
tical results. When the divine Master 
proposes to give rewards to men as a 
result of the purity of their motives, 
the exercise of their faculties, the use 
of their powers, this is indeed of 
worth. Thus comes to us in this day, 
through the revelation of correct prin- 
ciple, a glorious field for intelligent 
operation. It is inconsistent to ex- 
pect the reward without the perform- 
ance of, the labor on which its produc- 
tion is predicated. When men reflect 
upon the idea, as presented to us by 
Brother Grant, that they can disobey 
these laws and conditions continu- 
ously, can revel in wickedness and 
sin and expect the reward of righteous- 
ness, they are deceiving themselves. 
How inconsistent to outrage every 
law and requirement of heaven, and 
expect to stand an equal chance with 
the obedient—those who have done 
right and have sought to fulfil in all 
respects the requirement of high 
heaven. 

There are none of us who are the 
fathers and mothers of families but 
who know with our hearts the abiding 
confidence we have in a dutiful son, 
in the thoughtful daughter, in the 
consistent and ＋ t child, while 
the wayward an oughtless cause 
us anxiety, concern, and deep ts. 
We may cling to the latter and labor 
in their interests, to train them in 
the way of light and instil into them 
a love of honor and truth, but that 
confidence and that love are not so 
fixed in them as in the obedient, the 
upright, and the thoughtful. We can 
only judge of things pertaining to the 
future and the judgments that will 
be meted out tothe sons and daughters 
of men, in some measure, by those 
things which present themselves in 

e have gathered from the world 
to these mountains, and have come 
for the pu of keeping ourselves 
in * training in the principles 
2 ife, theoretically received in the 


t place, Many of the preachers to | be 


whom we had previously listened had 
been of the ‘opinion that no matter 


what might be a man’s week-day prac- 
tice, so long as he was devout on the 
abba he was relieved from — 
responsibility. Those who have been 
warned and forewarned through the 
medium of the Gospel fullness should 
take heed to the greater requirements 
now imposed upon them. Those who 
have entered into holy places should 
remember the — — of chastity, 
— * by the divine Master, the 
took upon themselves. There n 
be no mistake regarding those require- 
ments. They pertain to the higher 
law, forming the basis of future exal- 
tation. These things cannot be too 
deeply impressed upon the minds of 
the young. They should be taught 
that they ought to prefer to ifice 
life rather than their virtue. This 
should be embodied in our teachings, 
both by — and example. Thus 
will the hosts of Israel become pure 
and clean in the sight of the Almighty. 
How great is the importance of this 
instruction! Unless virtue is prac- 
ticed, sad indeed will be the condition 
of the community. To be exemplars 
and instructors in this regard is one 
of the chief duties of parents. There 
should be instituted with all Saints 
a searching self-scrutiny. The in- 
quiry should be whether they indi- 
vidually have been living according 
to their professions. In relation to 
the purity of conduct of the yo 
there has been a | measure o 
success, as thousands of the youth of 
both sexes would, I am satisfied, 
rather give up life than sacrifice their 
virtue. Yet, the seducer is abroad, 
and nothing should be more closely 
guarded than a. 

Elder Charles W. Penrose said he 
could echo the words of President 
Woodruff, uttered at the opening of 
the Conference, that our hearts should 
be filled with joy and gratitude be- 
cause of the ö we enjoy. 
Such is my condition. I am in fu 
faith of the principles of the Gospel. 
My heart is engaged in this work. 
Such has been the case ever since [ 
first received it. I know the doctrines 
are true, and I am willing to bear tes- 
timony to them wherever my lot may 
cast. I have not been idle since 
my absence from you, but have been 
busily engaged in for the in- 
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and unities, and so shall we be 
mys Lord offers rewards for 


The time will come when 
neither rewards nor punishments will 
affect our course. hen on a higher 
plane, we will do right for the love of 
it, and refrain from wrong because of 
i wrong. We nt so far 
as practicable, reach after and ap- 
proximate to that condition in this 

ere. It is to that state 


mortal s 
that wishes to bring us. He 
desires us to be influenced by the 
Bey Spirit, which is the mind of 
The rd is just, and it is 
well that He will not ; Judge us as we 
sometimes judge each other. Man 
views the outward evidences, God 
comprehends all the circumstances, 
motives, and temptations leading to 


the courses we pursue, He will also 


judge oe to the principle of 
pe 2 which, however, will not rob 
justice. Both rinciples will meet 
together, and have its due. We 
should think of this when we attempt 
to sit in judgment upon each other. 
We have no right to judge persons 
unless we are appointed to perform 
that function. not too censorious, 


especially regarding the acts of those 


set to guide the affairs of the Church. 
Each should rather sit in judgment 
upon himself than upon his neighbor. 
re are times and places when and 
where to talk and be silent We 
should find out where these times and 
places are. Weshould do more and 
talk less. If we did we would place 
fewer stumbling blocks in our own 
way and in the way of our neighbor. 
As we show ourselves here so will we 
be placed in the world to come. If 
we are not entitled to an exaltation 
we will 1 it; if we are worthy 
of it we will obtain it, no matter 
what may be thought of us by our 
brethren and sisters. When we get 
there we will be valued for what we 
are, no matter as to appearances. 
us be merciful and charitable, and 
help each other, and put no stumblin 
block in the way of our 222 t 
is bad enough for him who has sinned 
that he has done so, For him there 
is sorrow and humiliation, without 
more being unnecessarily heaped upon 
him. May we learn to overcome evil 
and devote ourselves to the interests 
of the kingdom of God, that the 
crowns and inheritances of the just 
ours. 


SOUNDING THE DEPTH OF SPACE 
— 


THE most surprising discoveries with 
the Lick telescope during the first 
— of its use have been beyond the 

undaries of the solar system, and 
among the steller swarms and nebular 
aggregations of the outer universe. 

o reason may be, not that there re- 
mains nothing new to be discerned in 
the sun and his family, but that either 
the powers of the great glass or the 
atmospheric conditions on Mount 
Hamilton are better suited to sidereal 
than to planetary observation. This 
is rendered the more probable by the 
fact that the Lick observers have 
been able to see Schiaparelli’s canals 
on Mars, or some of them, and so to 


confirm his observations, yet 2 
have not perceived all the detai 
which the Italian astronomer has de- 
scribed and drawn with too much 
precision to admit of the supposition 
that he has been misled by an optical 
illusion. So, too, their observations 
of Jupiter have not yielded materially 
to our knowledge respecting the won- 
derful colored and cloud-streaked disk 
of the greatest of the planets, It 
must be said, however, that the lunar 
photographs made with the Lick tele- 
scope are the best that have ever been 
om ve of the mountainous and 2 
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teresta of the work of God. I endorse 
the principles that have been ad- 
vanced here this morning. We will 
be rewarded according to our lives 
6 choir sang 
O, my Father, Thou that dwellest 
In the high and glorious place, &. 
: Closing prayer by President Angus 
Adjourned till 2 p.m. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


can reveal is a matter of estimation, 
for it would be physically impossible 
to countthem. Certainly the num- 
ber cannot be less than 75,000,000, 
and probably not lees than 100,000,000. 
It is capable of showing at least twice 
as many stars as the big Washington 
telescope. 

In certain regions of the sky, the 
observer can see at one view, within 
the minute circle included in the teie- 
scopic field, many times more stars 
than are visible to the naked eye in 
the — — most 
significant thing of all is the appear- 
ance of the Milky Way as seen from 
Mount Hamilton. Probably eve 
amateur astronomer, gazing throug 
his three or four inch telescope at 
that marvelous procession of distant 
suns, and perceiving that beyond 
those which the telescope has re- 
vealed were others which he could 
not but whose presence was mani- 
fested by the soft glow of light form- 


ing a nd to the golden mul- 
titude of visible stars, has wished for 
a larger telesco 


that his vision — 
embrace the whole height and breadth 
and depth of the starry creation. And 
no matter how large his telesco 
every astronomer has at times felt 
the same desire, and strained his 
eyes in vain to catch still feebler and 
more distant —— out of the 
depths. In p it has even seemed 
that the edges of the visible creation 
had been reached; gaps have been 
found in the galaxy through which 
only the blackness of outer space ap- 

red. Yet the end has not been 
ound even with the Lick telescope. 
While it has brought into view un- 
counted thousands of stars unseen 
before in the Milky Way, it has not 
touched bottom; beyond its utmost 
reach the observers know, from the 
still unresolved luminosity of the ro- 
moter firmament, other solar multi- 
. are shining, which await the 
application of yet mightier telescopic 
powers in order to be disclosed to our 
eyes as separate suns. 

But this appearance of fathomless 
depth, which the starry universe pre- 
sents in certain difections, does not, 
in the light of recent discoveries, ne- 
ceasariiy imply that the faintest stars 
are the most remote. Very likely 
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where stratum after stratum of stars 
is revealed in the Milky 2 by the 
successive application of higher and 
higher optical powers, the appearance 
of increasing remoteness representa, 
practically, the actual fact; and the 
stars which require the use of the 
largest telescopes in order to be seen 
are really the most distant. But that 
this is not always so is proved by the 
fact that many small stars are known 
to be nearer to us than some of their 
brilliant neighbors. On the other 
hand, many of the faint stars owe 
their lack of brilliance not to their 
smallness, but to their distance. For 
instance, Sirius, the Dog Star, a re- 
splendent phenomenon in the winter 
in, appears twenty times as bright 
to our eyes as the Pole Star; yet, ac- 
cording to some recent investigations, 
the latter is actually the greater body 
of the two, emitting ninety times as 
much light as our sun, while Sirius 
emits only forty times as much. It 
is in the ability not only to discover 
the existence of millions of unknown 
stars, but in some degree to measure 
and compare the actual size and bril - 
liancy of other suns with ours, that 
the astronomers of this day appeal 
most strongly to the — imagi- 
nation. It is sounding the depths of 
space to some 4 when we ob- 
tain evidence that they abound with 
the utmost varietiy of material crea- 
tions, finished and unfinished, which 
in their constitution, their manner of 
development, and their cosmological 
functions may be compared with the 
globe on whose surface we live and 
the sun that makes our living possi- 
ble. Such views of the heavens as 
have been obtained with the Lick 
telescope within the past year, re- 
vealing here new forms of nebula, 
there strange and significant inter- 
mingling of nebulous und solar mas- 
ses, and in other directions measure 
less extensions of the starry system, 
ranks and processions of life-stirri 

suns, reaching on aod on without end, 
until their rays are swallowed up in 
immensity of distance, give an over- 
whelming and yet stimulating sense 
of the enormous unthinkable activi- 
ties of the living universe. Neu York 


* 
Sun. 
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WONDERS OF THE SEA. 
— 


THE sea occupies three-fifths of the 
surface of the earth. At the depth of 
about 3,500 feet waves are not felt. 
The temperature is the same, varying 
only a trifle from the ice of the pole 
to the burning sun of theequator. A 
mile down the water has a pressure 
of over a ton to thesquareinch. Ifa 
box six feet deep were filled with sea 
water and allowed to evaporate under 
the sun, there would be two inches of 
salt left on the bottom. Taking the 
average depth of the ocean to be three 
miles, there would be a layer of pure 
salt 230 feet thick on the bed of the 
Atlantic. The water is colder at the 
bottom than at the surface. In the 
many bays on the coast of Norway 
the water often freezes at the bottom 
before it does above. 

Waves are very deceptive. To 
look at them in a storm, one would 
think the water traveled. The water 
stays in the same place, but the mo- 
tion goes on. Sometimes in storms 
these waves are 65 feet high, and 
travel 50 miles an hour—more than 
twice as fast as the swiftest steamer. 
The distance from valley to valley is 

nerally fifteen times the the height, 

ence a wave five feet high will ex- 
tend over seventy-five feet of water. 
The force of the sea dashing on Bell 
Rock is said to be seventeen tons for 
each square yard. Evaporation is a 
wonderful power in drawing the water 
from the sea. Every year a layer of 
the entire sea fourteen inches thick is 
taken up into the clouds. The winds 
bear their burden to the land, and 


water comes down in rain upon the 
fields, to flow back at last through 
rivers. The depth of the sea presents 
an 8 problem. If the At- 
lantic were lowered 6,564 feet, the 
distance from shore to shore would 
be half as great, or 1,500 miles. If 
lowered a little more than three mil 
say 19,580 feet, there would bear 
of dry land from Newfoundland to 
Ireland. This is the plan on which 
the great Atlantic cables were laid. 
The Mediterranean is comparatively 
shallow. A drying up of 660 feet 
would leave three different seas, and 
Africa would be joined to Italy. The 
British Channel is more like a pond, 
which accounts for its choppy waves. 
It has been difficult to get correct 
soundings of the Atlantic. A mid- 
shipman of the navy overcame the 
difficulty, and a shot weighing thi 
unds carries down the line. A hole 
is bored through the sinker, through 
which a rod of iron is movin 
easily back and forth. In the end o 
the bar a cup is dug out, and the in- 
side is coated with lard. The bar is 
made fast to the line, and a sling holds 
the shot on. When the bar, which 
extends below the ball, touches the 
earth, the sling unhooks and the shot 
slides off. The lard in the end of the 
bar holds some of the sand, or what- 
ever may be on the bottom, and a 
drop shuts over the cup to keep the 
water from washing the sand out. 
When the ground is reached, a shock 
is felt as if an electric current had 
passed through the line. 


— 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


It is stated that the Russian Admiralty has decided to increase the Baltic and Black 


Sea fleets by four large monitors. 


A terrible storm has visited Southern Hungary, demolishing many houses. In many 


districts extensive conflagrations took place. 


Havana, April 4.—News has just been received that two earthquake shocks were 
experienced at Santiago de Cuba on Friday last. 

Another terrible conflagration is reported from Detroit. The Dehn Hotel, in that 
city, caught fire, and was burned down, three persons perished in the flames. 

Ciorton, Mo., April 1.— Vesterday John Boyle, with his wife and six children 
attempted te ford Grand Creek. The wagon was overturned, and four of the children 


were drowned. 
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In the Territory of Oklahoma, which was thrown open for settlement on the 22nd inst., 
a new town known as Guthrie was organized, a mayor was elected, and a newspaper and 
bank were started within two days. 


Auckland, April 3.—The recent hurrieane in the South Pacific has caused great 
damage on the island of Tahita. Some parts of the island are submerged, and many 
persons have been drowned. On the island of Tonga the hurricane created havoc. 
Thirty persons perished. 

Darton, Ono, March 31.—A cyclone whistled over this valley all day. No special 
damage is reported, except to the uncompleted Sacred Heart College” in this city. 
The heavy timber for the work of the dome, towering 40 feet above the roof, fell with a 
crash, smashing everything under it. 

A fire which broke out on the 19th inst. in Willox’s lard factory, New York, destroyed 
that establishment, the massive buildings belonging to the New York Elevator Company, 
Messrs. Rossiter and Skidmore’s warehouses, some smaller adjoining buildings, and a 
shed-covered pier stored with European freight. The damage amounts to upwards of 
$3,000,000. Two lives were lost and several persons were injured.—Liverpool Post. 


New Lom, April 22.—A part of the town of Depere, in Wisconsin, has been 
destroyed by fire. A spark from a locomotive ignited some inflammable material, and 
before the flames could be checked they had seized the neighbouring buildings. The 
subsequent efforts of the firemen were baffled for many hours by the fury of the flames. 
Many thousands of persons, besides being rendered homeless, have lost their entire pos- 
sessions. The money loss is estimated to be fully $500,000. 

Wasaineron, April 2.—The recent hurricane in the South Pacific Ocean swept over 
12,000 geographical miles, embracing in its track Hervey and the Society group ef 
islands. The Ameriean ship Red Cross, from New South Wales for San Francisco, was 
driven ashore at Barantogoo and wrecked. The American ship Ada Owen was wrecked 
at Quara, and the crew saved. Wreckage from the British ship Suakim, from New 
South Wales for San Francisco, was seen at Aitutuaki. It is supposed the crew 
perished. 

Bragroy. N. J., April 3.—A cyclone struck this city this evening, doing considerable 
damage. A new house just finished at Riverside was leveled to the ground. The roof 
of the Eastlake woolen mills was blown off; a packing-house at Fairtown was completely 
destroyed, and several large windmills on farms in the vicinity were blown down. 
Meager reports from Reach, on Morris River, state that considerable damage was done 
to the oyster boats lying in the harbor, and that chimneys and fences were blown down, 
and other damage done. 


New York, April 22.—At noon to-day, the Oklahoma country, in Indian territory, 
was opened for settlement in accordance with President Harrison’s proclamation. It is 
estimated that 50,000 persons assembled on the borders, and as soon as the guards were 
withdrawn a wild rush was made, all means of locomotion being used. It is calculated 
that not more than 10,000 will be able to secure desirable land, and that they will have 
to hold it against the disappointed settlers. It is feared that bloodshed will be the result. 
Large towns are expected to grow up in one day. The scenes attending the rush are 
described as unparalleled. The uninhabited country suddenly teeming with people. 

The White Star steamer Adriatic, from New York, which arrived at Queenstown on 
the 18th inst., has brought full details of the fearful hurricane which swept across the 
coast of Maryland during the early part of this month, eausing fearful havoc to shipping, 
and resulting in great loss of life. The storm raged with terrific fury for three days, 
during which two steamers, five barques, twenty-eight schooners, and thirteen fishing 
vessels were lost, and twenty-seven seamen were drowned. For miles around the coast 
the dead bedies of the drowned seamen and drifting wreckage were being washed in on 
the shore. The entire southern side of the Potomac was lined with wreckage, and several 
wharves and stores were cempletely swept away.—Liverpeol Pest. 
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MONDAY, APRIL 29, 1889. 


— — 


GOSPEL DUTIES AND PRIVILEGES. 


— — 


In whatever aspect we may view the labors which we are called upon to per- 
ya in connection with the great latter-day work, we shall find them worthy 

our best thonghts and most exalted powers. No one should regard his 
Gospel duties and privileges with the least degree of indifference, for they 
include nothing which is not ennobling or inspiring, and the soul will find in 
them ample room for the exercise of every good principle with which it is 
endowed. 

It is not possible that an individual can partake of the pure spirit of the 
Gospel of Christ without being made better for so doing. There is some- 
thing in it which will search out and develop, if it be allowed free course, 
every trace of the divine life which is left to humanity. Under its influences 
the aims and purposes which actuate an individual become more exalted, the 
heart enlarges, and a healthful, moral activity permeates the whole being, 
aud. as a consequence, bad men are made good, and good men better. ä 

When we become regenerated creatures in Christ Jesus, new sympathies 
and purer aspirations take possession of our souls; the intellect expands, and 
the understanding is quickened. If we come into possession of the mind 
that was in Christ Jesus, knowledge is poured down upon our heads, and we 
comprehend more and still more of the nature and attributes of God, and of 
the Divine purposes of human redemption. Briefly told, there is a celestial 
adiance in the Gospel of Christjwhich beams upon every subject or question 
at ig worthy of serious consideration on the part of rational beings, no 
matter how high their station, or refined their accomplishments. Though we 
may boast of having been nurtured during our primeval existence in the 
midet of the nobility of heaven, there are affairs connected with this life 
whichjare worthy of our station. 

Phe surroundings of this mortal existence may be humble and difficult, 
8 instead of having our privileges and blessings curtailed by a being here, 

they are enlarged and increased. The history of the Son of God shows that 
the greatest glory and the highest exaltation to which He 8s a Divine Being 
attained, were won by the labors and sacrifices which He endured while upon 
this earth, and for its people. It was here that His claims to His ineffable 
titles were proven and established by appropriate deeds; and here, too, He 
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displayed all the infinite loveliness of His matchless character. The labor in 
which He was engaged while on this earth was worthy the attention of the 
Goda, or they would not have undertaken and performed it. The transcend- 
ent importance of the work of human redemption is made manifest by the 
fact that for nothing else have the eternities been so lavishly laid under con- 
tribution for time in which to develop the stupendous scheme. The Gospel 
plan of salvation was conceived and perfected when the ages were new, since 
Christ is the Lamb slain from before the foundation of the world. Into 
nothing else are the angelic hosts represented as being earnestly desirous of 
looking, and thus we learn that the scenes of our Christian life are passed in 
review before celestial audiences. For nothing, excepting the salvation 
of a race, has Divinity ever died; for nothing else has a Divine life ever been 
offered and paid. Reflections of this nature, if properly dwelt upon, are 
adapted to arouse an appreciation of the grandeur of the Gospel work and 
mission, and we discover that it is glorious beyond our highest powers of com- 
prehension. 

As this earth has been the scene of the Savior’ s greatest work, so our mor- 
tal existence opens before us a career that is dazzling in its possibilities As 
He crowned His life with glory here, so may we also by following in His 
footateps. Here and in such a life as this only can the opportunities be 
offered to prove our integrity to truth, fidelity to principle, and steadfastness 
to covenant obligations; and upon our observance of these things are pre- 
dicated our measure of the riches of the eternities. We have opportunities 
to fill the measure up, pressed down and running over, if we will. There are 
privileges awaiting us in this life whose value we can but imperfectly appre- 
ciate. The sublime work which the Savior began has not been completed, 
and its continuance has been delegated to the Saints This is a wonderful 
token of the Divine favor and esteem, and should cause the soul to thrill with 
delight under the consciousness of thus possessing the confidence of heaven. 

The Saints are called to engage as eo-laborers with Christ in the consum- 
mation of His saving work. They are made the repositories of Divine light 
and knowledge, and become the custodians of the power and authority of 
heaven to administer in the ordinances which have been instituted for the 
blessing and redemption of mankind. Their mission to their fellows is one 
of peace and goodwill. Their progress is not marked by devastated homes 
and ruined prospects: Human misery does not attend their steps, nor is 
blood found upon their skirt. Their mission is to assuage, according to the 
gifts and power of God, human woe wherever it exists. It is their calling to 
become liberatora of the oppressed, benefactors of the needy, and saviors of 
the lost; and, in the performance of these duties, they are privileged to drink 
in of the same spirit which animated the life of Christ their Lord, and so 
become assimilated to His likeness, and prepared to enjoy His presence. 
They taste here, too, of the joys that thrilled His heart, and feel something of 
the power by which He was sustained. 

But the work to which the Saints are, called does not affect a living human- 
ity only, but it embraces the innumerable, unsaved dead. Myriads of our 
fellows who have passed behind the vail are turning their eager gaze upon us. 
They are the prisoners of the spirit world—they over whom Satan has exer- 
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cised the power of his sorceries, and whom he has bound in his chains. For 
centuries past, until recent years, not a gate to the vast prison house of the 
dead has opened outward. The keys that anlock the doors of those cheerless 
abodes are now placed in our hands, and we are commanded to use them—to 
throw wide the doors of the dungeons and set the mourners at liberty—to 
strike the shackles from the prisoners and bid them go free. We may thus 
carry hope to those who have sat long in the regions of despair, and cause 
light to shine through the gloom of a long and terrible night. 

The work which we may accomplish for the liberation and redemption of 
the dead 1s a glorious one, and, if performed, shall stand as an eternal monu- 
ment to our praise. It shall be, too, like a river which, as it flows onward, 
grows wider and deeper in its current until it is finally freighted in every 
part with the treasures of earth. As we add soul after soul, family after 
family, and branch after branch to the lists of those who shall be brought to 
Christ and exalted through our instrumentality, and as these all again in 
their turn continue the work of increase and development in the kingdom of 
God, we shall at last stand at the head of a kingdom whose dominion, glory 
and vastness are now incomprehensible, and whose peace, happiness and 
righteousness shall be as great as its dimensions. What joy shall then fill 
the souls of the Saints as they look upon the fruit of their doings, and receive 
from the hosts of their kingdoms the everlasting gratitude of hearts too un- 
speakably happy for language to express its depths. This is not an idle 
fancy, but an opportunity which is offered the Saints of God. Itis both their 
duty and privilege to embrace it. We sometimes speak of the great oppor- 
tunities of a worldly character which fall to the lot of some of our fellow-men; 
yet who of them has such grand ones thrust upon him as those which God 
proffers to the humblest of the Saints? 

Another duty and privilege which is accorded us is that of taking part in 
founding the kingdom of Godin the earth. As an institution there are some 
peculiar characteristics which belong to it, and among these mention may be 
made of its glory and perpetuity. It is to stand forever, and in time to come 
shall be the admiration of the whole world. It is founded without flaw or 
defect, and its glory shall surpass that of all the kingdoms of the earth. The 
fame of Babylon and Egypt shall fade before it, and the glitter of Greece and 
Rome become dim as a rushlight in the presence of the sun. When we read 
the pages of history and think of the founders of mighty empires, our souls 
are apt to pine for an opportunity to emulate their deeds. The names of 
some of these famous men are enshrined in the hearts of millions of the 
human family, who are to-day reaping the benefits of their labors, and yet 
the kingdom or states which they established must pass away and be num- 
bered with the things that were. Not so, however, with the kingdom which 
the Saints are building up, for it shall never be superceded by another. 
When men die in it, having attained to the age of a tree, the kingdom of the 
Saints shall still stand for their sons, and for their son’s sons down to the 
latest generation. In the time to come, too, when the dominion under the 
whole heaven is given unto the Saints, and they possess it from one end of 
the earth unto the other, and when the multitudes of them that are saved 
inquire who were the human instrumentalities in the founding of such a 
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mighty and noble structure, it will be worth the toil and the struggles of a 
whole lifetime to be able to say truthfully, I fought through the conflict for 
its establishment. I struck what blows I could to make it strong, and my 
voice was ever raised to cheer my comrades on.” Ab, that will be a life of 
exaltation for the valiant Saint who does his duty to-day. It will be to him 
a time of triumph and of glory. But how differently will it fare with him 
who quails now, whose heart is waiting to hear the call sound for retreat, but 
which, thank God, shall never come. The course of the Saints is onward and 
upward, and defeat, disaster and death lurk only in the rear, and fall upon 
the stragglers. None but the laggards perish, and but few of them escape. 
Our duties and privileges are before us, and we must go down to posterity as 
men and women who were equal to them, or as those whom it was vain to 
honor. B. 


DrgparTuREs.—On Saturday, April 20th, Elders G. W. Wadsworth and 
John Morgan took passage for New York per S. S. Nevada, on their home- 
ward journey. Brother Wadsworth has been laboring in this country as a 
missionary for about two years and a half, and is now released with our bles- 
sing on account of his faithful labors. He returns a little in advance of some 
of his brethren who have been absent from home the same length of time that 
he has, but he was called to accompany Brother Morgan, whose health was 
not in a satisfactory condition. 

Brother Morgan arrived here in the latter part of 1888, and was assigned 
to the Welsh Mission, but his health failing, he was honorably released. We 
regret that such a step was necessary, for the labors that he was performing 
as a missionary were entirely satisfactory. Our prayers and blessing accom- 
pany him, and we trust that he may live long upon the earth to assist in 
building up the Church of Christ. 


SpecraL Mention.—The labors of the sisters of the Nottingham Branch of 
the Nottingham Conference are deserving of special notice. During the six 
months preceding the last session of Conference for that District, these inde- 
fatigable workers distributed Elan N THOUSAND tracts to the citizens of 
Nottingham. The labor necessary to accomplish so large a distribution by 
actual visitation from house to house is immense, and can be appreciated by 
those only who have engaged in such business. The record which these 
sisters have made shall stand as an enduring monument to their integrity and 
zeal in the cause of God and humanity. It appears to us that in view of 
what they have performed, it may justly be written of them, “They have 
done what they could.” A higher enconium than this it is impossible to pro- 
nounce upon any one. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
— 
Chesterfield, April 22, 1889. this country last October, and have 
President George Teasdale. labored since that time under the 
Dear Brother,—It is with pleasure | direction of President James L. Pat. 
that we relate a portion of our mis- | terson, in the Sheffield Conference. 
sionary experience. We arrived in We have met with both pleasant and 


| 
| 
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unpleasant experiences in the per- 
formance of our duties. We have 
been brought into association consi- 
derably with those who have been 
deceived by false representation res- 
pecting the character of the “ Mor- 
mon” people and their institutions. 

These untruthful statements bave 
caused many to allow prejudice to 
take possession of their minds; but, 
notwithstanding this, we have real- 
ized that the Lord works in a mys- 
terious way, for the efforts of our 
enemies have often resulted in giving 
us opportunities to bear our testimony 
to the divinity of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. We have thus succeeded in 
reaching hundreds that we could not 
otherwise have warned, and altogether 
the opposition we have encountered 
has been a benefit. 

We have distributed quite a num- 
ber of tracts in Sheffield, both on the 
streets and at the houses of the peo- 
ple. Tracting is the only way in 
which we can carry the Gospel to 
some villages. When the houses are 
distant from each other we bear our 
testimony to the people privately 
wherever an opportunity presents 
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their neighbors — 
invite their nei to i 
at their homes; but we find few who 
rd the truth. 

e feel we meeting together 
and in bearing our testimony to each 
other, and realize that God blesses 
us when 80 doing. We are treated 
well by the Saints, and by some also 
who are not of our faith. There are 
some good Latter-day Saints in this 
District, and they are striving to live 
the principles of their religion; but 
others are careless in the disc of 
their duties. We rejoice in our labors, 
and are striving to magnify our call- 
ing in an acceptable manner before 
God; and we feel blessed in 
called and accounted worthy to go 
forth to the world as ambassadors for 
Christ. Such a work is worth every 
effort we can make, and there is no 
persecution or sacrifice too great for 
the cause of truth. 

We tender our kindest to 
yourself and all at 42,“ and remain 
your brethren in the Gospel 

Grorcz D. Lovrrr. 
Joun T. Kay. 


MINUTES OF THE NOTTINGHAM CONFERENCE, 
HELD IN THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ CHAPEL, ST. ANNE-STREET, NOTTINGHAM, 


SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 1889. 
— 


Tus brethren on the stand were as 
follows :—Elder J. E. Clark, of the 


Liv office; Elders J. T. Kay, 
J.J. lightly and G. D. Lovett, 
of the Sheffield Conference ; Presi- 


dent G. G. Hales, with Elders J. H. 
Ha * Tilley, H. H. Shurtliff, 
O. H. Worthington, and J. Rawson, 
Traveling Elders in the Nottingham 
Conference. 

10.30 a.m. 


President Hales explained the rea- 
on of the absence of 1 George 
Teasdale, stating that he had been 


called away on pt business. He 
then called for the reports of the 
Branch Presidents. 


President John Wells reported the 
Nottingham Branch as in a very pros- 
perous condition. The tithing was 
good, and the meetings were well 
attended. More than 24,000 tracts 


had been distributed in the town and 
neighborhood, the sisters delivering 
18,000 of them from house to house 
in the town. 

President J. Bettridge re ted 
the Hucknall Branch, which is in a 
good condition. The Saints were alive 
to their duties, and quite a number of 
tracts had been distributed. There 
was also a well-attended Sunday 
school, with fifty pupils. 

President J. Betts, of the Mansfield 
Branch, said the Saints there are in a 
fair condition, taken altogether. They 
had endeavored to warn the vi 
around them to the best of their 


ability. 
President Alvey the Arnold 
Branch as doing well. The majority 


of the members were very youug, and 
were unable to take an active 
Nevertheless they had done - 


during the winter. 

President Saxton, of Eastwood, 
President Stubb, of Sheepsheed, Pre- 
sident Ball, of Normanton, and Presi- 
dent P. Radford, of Brinsley, repre- 
sented their respective Branches, and 
reported all as being in a favorable 
condition considered asa whole. They 
were few in numbers, but alive to 
their duties. 

The Traveling Elders then spoke of 
their labors as follows :— 

Elder Worthington said he had 
labored with Elder Tilley in the Lei- 
cester District, which consisted of 
three organized Branches. = had 
distributed 5,000 tracts, and had held 
meetings in 
and other places. They great 
satisfaction in their labors. 

Elder — 7 in reporting his mis- 
sionary work in the Lincolnshire Dis- 
trict, said the Saints were few and 
scattered. But they were trying to 
live their religion, and had treated 
him well. There had been one bap- 
tism during the last month. 

Elder Shartliff spoke of the Huck: 
nall District. He had labored in com- 
pany with Elder Rawson. There were 
seven — and 
were well generally. 
enjoyed ie labors, and had been 
kindly treated by the Saints. 

Elder Clark made a few remarks, 
expressing satisfaction at the excel- 
lent reports which had been given. 

Meeting adjourned till 2 p.m. 


2 p.m. 
Elder Lovett occupied 1 time 
treating on the first principles of the 
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Gospel, and bore testimony to the 


restoration of the same. 

Elder Olark then presented the 
general and local authorities of the 
Church, who were unanimously sus- 
tained by the votes of the Saints. 

Elders Rawson and Tilley adminis- 
tered the sacrament. 

The remainder of the afternoon was 
occupied by Elders Kay and Golightly 
with pe a remarks on the first 

rinciples of the Gospel, and in ex- 

ortations to the Saints to diligence 
in their duties. 
6 

Elder Rawson was the first s 
He asserted that “Mormonism” made 
men better citizens and neighbors ; 
and also testified to the divinity of 
the mission of Joseph Smith. He 
was followed by 

Elder Clark, who occupied the re- 
maining time. He drew attention to 
the fallacies of modern Christianity. 
showed the plan of redemption laid 
down by Jesus Christ, and exhorted 
all to investigate what the world 
termed “Mormonism ;” testified that 
the Gospel had been restored with all 
the gifts and blessings that charac- 
terized it anciently. 

President Hales bore testimony to 
the remarks of the former speakers, 
and said the Conference would be 
adjourned till October next. 

he weather during the Conferrnce 
was very cold, The attendance of the 
Saints and strangers was good, and 
an excellent spirit prevailed. 
JoHN WELLS, Clerk. 


p.m. 
er, 


THE POWER OF PRAYER. 


BY H. 
— —0— — 
A FEW days we called upon a, have the privilege of attending meet- 
sister who ha ings, how do you manage to keep 


considerable opposi- 
tion to contend with, and who — 
at such a distance from any branch of 
the Church that she is unable to 
attend meetings. After some conver- 
sation, and as we were about to de- 
part, we offered her some tracts. She 
said she could not read them, but 
would get them read. I then said to 
her, “If you cannot read, and do not 


alive in the Gospel?” Brother,“ she 
replied, “I pray to God for wisdom, 
and to keep me inthe faith” The 
answer was so simple and satisfactory 
that it led to the following reflections: 
What has not been accomplished by 
the same method! By it we have 
direct access to the throne of grace— 
to that loving Father, whose “hand 
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is not shortened that it cannot save ; 
neither his ear heavy that it cannot 
hear”—to that same Being of whom 
James wrote, “If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of that 
iveth to all men liberally, and up- 
3 not; and it shall be given 

im.“ 

It was faith in these plain words 
that led the youthful Prophet Joseph 
Smith to pray to , and in answer 
to his petition, he had a personal 
visit from the Father and the Son. 
This was the first move towards re- 
storing the Gospel in this dispensa- 
tion of the fullness of times. It was 
in answer to prayer that other 
heavenly visitors appeared unto him 
from time to — brought the 
fullness of the everlasting Gospel. It 
was in answer to prayer that ancient 
prophets wrought the wonderful 
things recorded in holy writ. The 
prophet Samuel was given in answer 
to prayer. By prayer Elijah raised 
the widow's son to life. In answer to 
prayer God consumed the sacrifice 
— 1 by Elijah after the priests of 

1 had spent the fore part of the 
day in frantic appeals to their man- 
made gods in vain. It was in answer 
to prayer that God made known to 
Daniel the dream of Nebuchadnezar 
and the interpretation thereof, and 
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for which he was raised in the estima 
tion of the king and given power 
among men; and although ata later 
period of his life he was, for praying 
to God, cast into the lions’ den, we 
have no doubt it was in answer to 
prayer that God shut the mouths of 
the lions that they did him no harm. 
It is in answer to prayer that the 
Lord blesses us with His ~< and 
gives joy and — enables 
the Elders to go fo ing their 
own expenses and without , to 
preach the Gospel to an unbelieving 
world. It also strengthens their wives 
to bear the increased burdens of 
caring for the family during the hus- 
band’s absence. It was in answer to 
prayer that the Lord tempered the 
elements, and increased the waters; 
and made it possible for His Saints 
to live in the wilderness and to build 
cities, towns, and villages, and to ac- 
complish a work so great that it chal- 
lenges the admiration of all who are 
familiar with its history. It is the 
same principle which sustains the 
Saints of who seek Him in 
purity of heart through the trials and 
persecutions they are called to endure; 
and it will continue to do so until the 
dawn of the millennium, when He 
shall come whose right it is to reign. 


UTAH NEWS. 


| — — 
(Summarised from Territorial Papers. ) 
Improvements are going on all over Provo City. 
The prospects are good for another rich harvest of fruit. 
A starch factory, to be located in Salt Lake City, is proposed. 
The machinery for the hat factory has arrived at Logan. 
Ogden has taken steps to build an opera house, at a cost of a quarter of 


a million dollars. 


The Utah and Nevada Railroad proposed to commence running bathing 


trains to Garfield Beach on March 30th. 


Nephi is to have a semi-weekly paper. Charles W. Hemenway, formerly 
editor of the Ogden Herald, will be chief of the sanctum. 


Tintic is booming again. The Salt Lake and Western people report a 
heavy output of ore, sixteen cars daily have been hauled of late. 

The Wasatch Wave is the title of a new journalistic venture published at 
Heber City. Willigm Buys is announced as editor and manager 
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Governor West has issued a proclamation declaring that Nephi City, having 
complied with all the requirements of the law, is now an incorporated city. 

Reports from the south are to the effect that the late rains have caused 
great rejoicing among the farmers, who are now convinced that they will have 
excellent crops. 

The Methodists have been circulating around among their friends, raising 
funds with which to build a new church on Twenty-fifth-street, Ogden City. 
So far the projectors have met with excellent success. 

Excavations for a large number of buildings in Ogden are now under way, 
and about all the available teams are employed. The new shoe factory on 
Fifth-street, in front of the street car barn, has been commenced, and will be 
50 by 80 feet. The excavations will be completed in a few days. 


The new variety theatre at Ogden was recently opened under most favor- 
able circumstances. Many more people applied for admission than could 
possibly be accommodated. The stage attractions were of a very superior 
order, and elicited frequent and hearty applause. The management is to be 
congratulated on their successful debut. 


Governor West, Secretary Hall, and the Agricultural College Trustees, 
have selected as a college site ninety-two acres of city and county land near 
the Fitth Ward schoolhouse in Logan; and the College Secretary was author- 
ized to advertise for plans for a $20,000 building. The plans were to be 
delivered at the Agricultural Secretary's office at Logan on or before the 15th 
of April. 

Apostles George Q. Cannon and John W. Taylor, also Angus M. Cannon 
and Charles W. Penrose, of the Presidency of Salt Lake Stake, were present 
at the regular meeting of the Saints in the Nineteenth Ward on the 31st of 
March. The occasion was the taking of final action in the matter of dividing 
the ward named and giving a distinct organization to one of the divisions, to 
be known as the Twenty-second Ward of Salt Lake City. 


According to the Mining Journal, the coal shipments of Utah for 1888, aggre- 
gated 205,000 tons, valued at $430,500, as against 180,021 tons in 1887, valued 
at $360,042. Utah leads Arkansas, Texas, Michigan, California, Oregon, 
Dakota, Montana, Rhode Island, Nebraska, and Idaho. The total coal output 
of the United States in 1888, exclusive of colliery consumption, was 
138,515,744 tons, valued at $200,534,306. In 1887 the figures were 124,015,255 
tons, value $173,595,996. 

The Inland Salt Company of Utah is doing a splendid business. They 
received an order the other day from the Armour-Cudahy Packing Company 
of Omaha for 600 tons—one half fine and the other coarse. This order makes 
1,000 tons in less than a week. The salt produced by the Inland is pro- 
nounced by judges to be not excelled by any in the market, being equal to 


the very best Liverpool article. The company use a process of refining that 
renders their salt strictly pure. 


The articles of incorporation of the Logan, Hyde Park and Smithfield Canal 
Company, were filed with Secretary Hall on the 29th ult. The object of the 
company is to purchase, own, maintain and operate one or more canals 
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